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Gillis ie and Hicke 
Fami ies give Hae 
We often hink of Wright State as one big, happy family, but some 
big, happy fami ·es have Wright State as a special bond. Here are 
he stories of two such families, the Gillispies and the Hickeys. 
THE GILLISPIES: Returning the Favors 
Scholarships, faculty mentors, caring counsel-
ors, athletic participation, and hard work helped 
several members of the Gillispie family gradu-
ate from Wright State into successful, rewarding 
careers. The helping hands they received along the 
way inspired the family members to establish the 
Gillispie Family Scholarship as their way of return-
ing the favor. 
"I felt the students always received personal atten-
tion," says Goodloe Gillispie, '76 B.S.B., deputy 
director of operations at the Greater Dayton 
Regional Transit Authority. "So I felt this obligation 
to give something back for the personal attention 
I received." 
The Gillispies ask the Office of Financial Aid to 
choose the scholarship winners. William Gillispie, 
'70 B.S.B., a retired deputy city manager with 
the City of Dayton who now teaches at Wright 
State, recalls advising one of his students to seek 
financial aid. 
11He came up to me one day and said 1Thank 
you,' William recalls. 111 said, 1For what?' He 
said, 11 got the Gillispie Scholarship!" 
William earned more than a degree from 
Wright State. He also met his wife, Linda Moody 
Gillispie, '73 B.A. William was attracted to Linda 
right away, but she didn't immediately notice his 
affection. Besides, it was an era of activism on 
campus and in the nation, and Linda was busy. 
"We were really into that political mindset and 
the need to make a difference for African Ameri-
cans," Linda says. Through the Committee for the 
Advancement of Black Unity (CABU), Linda, Wil-
liam, and others worked for more African Ameri-
can students and faculty on campus. They also 
successfully established the Bolinga Black Cultural 
Resources Center, celebrating 35 years in 2006. 
"We were in on the interviewing process to bring 
black faculty to the campus," Linda says. "We were 
a very hands-on student body with the faculty and 
the president. We made a big difference in making 
things more comfortable and creating a sense of 
belonging at Wright State for African American 
students." 
Other fam ily members recall the people and 
experiences that helped them through Wright 
State. Eric Gillispie, '80 B.S.B., played on the 
tennis team, which "forced me to hunker down 
on academics." The time management skills he 
learned helped him as corporate controller for 
Mays Chemical Company in Indianapolis. 
The Gillispie family tree also includes a niece, 
Tanika Graham Merriman, '00 B.S.M.E., and 
her husband, Terrance Merriman, B.S.B. '99. 
Tanika recalls while eating alone in the Student 
Union, faculty member Giorgio McBeath sat down 
and asked her about her classes and financial 
aid. When Tanika mentioned that her financial aid 
might run out, McBeath immediately suggested a 
financial aid option. 
"He was a great mentor as far as pulling minority 
students into engineering and science fields," says 
Tanika, a product development engineer for Delphi. 
Terrance recalls struggling in his studies at first, 
until he was pointed in the direction of the MIS 
program, where he found his niche. Currently a se-
nior network engineer for Reynolds and Reynolds, 
he describes his job as "like an ISP for car dealer-
ships. We do Internet, e-mail and IT solutions for 
car dealerships." 
11Every one of us got here and was able to 
get through Wright State because somebody 
else before us gave us a helping hand," Wil-
liam says. 11We had a responsibility to make 
sure that we were giving something back." 
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to Wright State 
The Gillispies (from left) ; Terrance, B.S.B. '99; Tanika, '00 B.S.M.E., Linda, '73 B.A.; 
Goodloe, '76 B.S.B; William; '70 B.S.B.; and Eric, '80 B.S.B. 
The Hickeys (from left): Jim, B.S.B. '01; John, '98 B.A., '01 M.U.A.; Terri, '86 
B.S.B.; Daniel (not yet enrolled); Tom, '78 B.S.B.; and uRaider Mom" Rita. 
THE HICKEYS: Grads from the 70s, 80s, 
90s and Today 
From a family of 11 children, the Hickey family 
can claim six Wright State graduates spanning four 
decades. Thomas Hickey, '78 B.S.B., led the way 
in attending Wright State, and his siblings agree 
that he helped influence their decision to attend. 
"I think they all knew that I thought quite a bit 
of Wright State," says Tom. The family attended 
basketball games together at the PE building and 
continues the tradition today in the Nutter Center. 
Terri Hickey Penney, '86 B.S.B., met her hus-
band Todd Penney, '86 B.S.B. through friends in 
the Marketing Club. She later became active in the 
College Republicans, which didn't go over too well 
with some of the family members. However, the 
family has worked through that-for the most part. 
"There's still some heated discussions at Christ-
mastime," Terri jokes. 
James Hickey, B.S.B. '01, obtained some work 
experience before coming to Wright State. Since 
he was older, he felt he could better relate to his 
professors. Jim is an engineer with the National 
Composite Center (NCC). The NCC helped come 
up with a cost-effective way to design statues of 
Rowdy Raider for the Rowdy 'Round Town project, 
where students decorated the statues, which were 
auctioned as a fundraiser for student scholarships. 
"We worked for about six months with students 
and professors who came up with a design that we 
made up and turned over to the art department," 
Jim says. "It was really neat to see how everybody 
had worked on it as a community." 
The branches of the Hickey family tree include 
Christopher Hickey, '93 B.A., '95 M.U.A.; his 
wife Janine Hickey, '84 B.A., '95 M.Ed.; John 
Hickey, '98 B.A., '01 M.U.A.; and Susan Hickey 
Peterman, '90 B.S.N. 
The branches aren't falling far from the tree. 
Susan's daughter Elaine will earn her master's from 
Wright State this June. And one-year-old Daniel 
Penney, son of Terri and Todd, just might be part of 
the class of 2027 or thereabouts. 
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May 
Wright State will host the 2006 
Horizon League Baseball Championship 
The League's six schools sponsoring the sport-Butler University, 
Cleveland State University, the University of Illinois at Chicago, the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Youngstown State University, and 
Wright State-converge on Nischwitz Stadium for the five-day event, 
which begins on Wednesday, May 24, and runs through Sunday, May 
28. Wright State has hosted the league tournament several times, 





Wright State Head Softball Coach Mike 
Larabee has been selected as part of the 
coaching staff for the World University Games this summer. 
The selection camp takes place June 9-11 in Chula Vista, Calif., 
with the training camp set for July 5-11. The team then competes in 
the World University Games in Taiwan July 12-24 before returning 
home for an exhibition series in Chicago against the National Pro 
Fastpitch Chicago Bandits July 26-30. 
Since being named to the USA Women's National Team Coaching 
Pool for the 2005-08 Olympic Quadrennium, Larabee has also been 
a part of the selection camp committee that chose the participants 
for the Pan American Qualifying Team. That team competed in 
Guatemala late in 2005 and qualified for the 2006 World Champion-
ships in Beijing, China, and the 2007 Pan American Games in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
"We are very excited about hosting the 2006 Horizon League 
Baseball Championship," WSU Head Coach Rob Cooper said. "Any 
time you have a chance to play a championship event in front of 
your hometown fans, it is a great opportunity. The environment at 
Nischwitz Stadium should be exciting." 
The League champion earns an automatic berth into the NCAA 
Tournament. 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Wright State's club hockey team defeated Northwood 
University to win the American Collegiate Hockey 
Association Division Ill National Championship tourna-
ment in Ft. Myers, Fla. The team finished the season 
with a record of 29 wins, two losses and one tie. 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Former Coaches Headline WSU Ha lndu ees 
Former baseball coach Ron Nischwitz and swimming mentor 
Jeff Cavana were inducted into Wright State's Al and Mary Schwarz 
Athletic Hall of Fame, along with basketball standout Rodney 
Benson, women's hoopster Nettie Carter, and diver Rick Miller. 
Nischwitz served as the Raider baseball coach from 1975-2004. 
His teams qualified for the NCAA Division II Regional eight times 
while finishing in second place nationally at the 1987 World Series. 
Cavana guided his swimmers to finishes in the top 10 at the NCAA 
Division II Championships six times. He coached 76 All-American 
swimmers, three national champions and five national runner-ups. 
Benson ranks on the single season list in seven categories, 
including field goals made, blocked shots, and senior scoring. 
The two-time team MVP was an All-American in 1981. 
Carter starred on the Raider hardwoods from 1984-88. She 
ranks ninth on the all-time scoring list with 1,104 points and is 
tied for first in assists. 
Miller garnered All-American honors four times in eight 
NCAA appearances. His school record in three-meter diving 
still stands today. 
WSUAA 
UPCOM NG EVENTS 
June 23: Dayton Dragons baseball game. 
Fifth Third Field, 7 p.m. 
Cost is $10, which includes lawn ticket and 
$5 worth of baseball bucks. 
August 28: WSUAA Legacy Scholarship 
Golf Outing. 
Beavercreek Golf Club. 
October 13: Homecoming. 
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On Saturday, Feb. 4, Wright State colleges and schools recognized the 2006 College Out-
standing Alumni Award winners from their respective programs. They are as follows : (front 
row from left) John Czachor, '79 8.5., '83 M.D., Boonshoft School of Medicine, professor of 
medicine and chief of the Section of Infectious Diseases for the Wright State University Boon-
shoft School of Medicine Department of Internal Medicine; Kurt Jensen, '88 Psy.D., School of 
Professional Psychology, director of operations for Jensen Consulting; Cathy Trame, '97 M.S., 
WSU-Miami Valley College of Nursing and Health, clinical nurse specialist for pain services at 
Miami Valley Hospital; Kevin DeWine, '96 M.8.A., School of Graduate Studies, state representa-
t ive of the 70th district in the Ohio House of Representatives; Marc Porter, '77 8.5., '80 M.S., 
College of Science and Mathematics, professor of chemistry at Iowa State University. 
(Back row from left) Jeffrey Davison '89 8.5.C.E., College of Engineering and Computer 
Science, managing director of the Gasper Division of NCR; Marilyn Smith, '83, 8.M., College 
of Liberal Arts, musician and community arts volunteer; Kip Wright, '90 A.A., '01 8.5., Lake 
Campus, consultant for Community Development Services; Lynette Heard, '96 M.Ed., College 
of Education and Human Services, executive director of the Office of the President at the Uni-
versity of Dayton. Not pictured is Gary McCullough '81, 8.5.8, Raj Soin College of Business, 
president of the Ross Products Division of Abbott Laboratories. 
m Blue 
~ PR o Mo T 1 o N s for WSU MERCHANDISE 
Spring is here and it's time to add some new items to your wardrobe or purchase a gift for a new graduate, family member, or friend. 
The Wright State University Alumni Association and BluePrint Promotions, Inc. have teamed up to offer the Wright State Raiders Web 
Apparel Store. We offer high-quality, embroidered T-shirts, jackets, sweatshirts, long sleeve shirts, golf shirts, hats, bags, and much more 
with your choice of four different Wright State logos. 
The easy-to-use online shopping cart allows you to select color, size, logo, and other information. You can view, update, or delete items 
in your cart and check out via a secure credit card transaction . Allow seven to 10 working days to receive items. Log onto the Wright State 
Alumni Association Web site at www.wright.edu/alumni and click on the Apparel Store link. 
1. Contrast Sport 2. Ladies Satin 3. Plush Golf 4. Men's Contrast 5. Men's fine 6. Cinch Top 
Duffel Bag, Page Trim Polo Short Towel, Page & Poplin Jacket, Gauge Hig Tote, $21.64 
& Tuttle, $31.32. Sleeved Shirt, tuttle, $18.42 Page & Tuttle, V-Neck Vest, 
Jockey, $29.71 $45.84 Munsingwear, 
$37.77 
2006 ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT A 
on Friday, May 26, at 6 p.m. when the Wright State University Alumni 
Association hosts its annual Alumni Achievement Awards. The evening begins with 
a champagne reception, followed by the awards ceremony and Wright State University 
Theatre's musical production of Annie Get Your Gun. The cost of the evening is only $15! 
Alumni will be honored in six categories. The Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award, or Gold Award winner, is Michael Di Flora, •72 B.S. This award honors WSU 
graduates with significant achievement in their chosen field and who have made a positive 
impact on a local, state, and/or national/international level. 
The Recent Graduate Award winner is Michael Wiehe, •ga B.A .• ·01 M.P.A. This 
award recognizes alumni who have graduated in the last 1 O years. Alumni with outstand-
ing professional accomplishments, impressive volunteer service, and noteworthy involve-
ment in professional and service organizations are eligible for the award. 
The Volunteer Service Award winner is Christopher Danis, ·a2 M.D. This award is 
presented to alumni whose donations of time and talent contribute to the progress and 
development of the Wright State University Alumni Association. Also to be awarded during 
the evening will be the African American Alumni Society Award of Excellence to 
Tykia Wright, ·oo B.S.B., ·01 M.B.A. ; the Athletics Alumni Award of Excellence 
to Alan McGee, •79 B.S., ·a2 M.D.; and the Business Associates Alumni Award of 
Excellence to David McSemek, ·a2 B.S.B. 
For your convenience, you may place your awards ceremony reservations on line by 
visiting www.wright.edu/alumni, or by calling Cherie Ritter at (937) 775-2621 by the 
reservations deadline of Friday, May 19 . 
........................ :.: ........ :: .................. :;;: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::::::: ::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::: 
OIN US FOR FUN AND FRIENDSHIP WITH YOUR FELLOW ALUMNI ALL YEAR LONG 
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